


AGAMEMNON
The legend of Agamemnon  was given new life in the nineteenth  century when  Heinrich  Schliemann, a dedicated amateur archaeologist, excavated the shaft graves and "palace" at Mycenae, one of the major late Helladic administrative centers.  Among the objects he discovered was a carefi.tlly wrought gold funerary mask, regarding which he proclaimed, "I have gazed upon the face of Agamemnon." Mod­ ern scholars are more cautious about the identity of tl1e tomb's occupant, but tl1e tomb and mask of "Agamemnon" have nonetheless become  a  subject for poets and painters.
Classkat Sources. Horner, Iliad passim; Odyssey 3.193f., 303f.; 4.529ff.; 11.404ff. Aeschylus, Agamemnon; Eumenides 631ff. Euripides, Iphigenia inAulis; Hecuba. Accius, A121is­ thus; Agamemnonidae; Clytaemnestra; Erigona. Ovid, Meta­ morphoses 12.25-38, Seneca,Agamemnon. Pausanias, Descrip­ tion of Greece, 2.16.6, 9.40.11. I-Iyginus, Fabulae 98, 117, 122.
See also ACHILLES; CASSANDRA; CHRYSEIS; IPI-IIGENIA,
at Aulis; ODYSSEUS, in Hades; ORESTES; PALAMEDEs; PHILOCTETES; TROJAN WAR.

Giovanni Boccaccio, 1313-1375, "De Agamcnone Micena­ rwn regc," "Paupertati  applaudct" [About Agamemnon, King of Mycenae; Poverty Applauded]. In De casibus virorum illustrium [The Fates of Illustrious Men] 1.15-16. Didactic poem in Latin. 1355-73? [Branca r964-83, vol. 9 / Hall 1965]
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Agamemnon, son of Atreus, brother of Menelaus, and husband  of Clytemnestra,  Agamemnon was the king of Mycenae (or Argos) and commander­ in-chief of the Greek forces against Troy. He had great valor, but lacked decisiveness. His quarrel with Achilles over the Trojan woman Briseis precipitated the so-called "wrath of Achilles" and much of the action  in  Homer's Iliad.
Agamemnon  returned  from the Trojan War  with a captive concubine, Cassandra, daughter of King Priam of Troy. In his absence his wife, Clytemnestta, had taken his cousin Aegisthus as her lover. Shortly after his arrival Agamemnon and Cassandra were murdered by Aegisthus, with the connivance  or active participation of Clytemnestra. Clytemnestra' s 1notives for her part in the crime vary according to the sources; for example, Aeschylus ·cites Agamem­ non's sacrifice of their daughter Iphigenia ·at the outset of the war as well as Agamemnon' s own infidelities as the canses of her wrath. The murders were later avenged by Agamemnon)s  son, Orestes.

---. "De  Clitemestra  Micenarum  regina"  [Clytemnes­     tra, Queen of Mycenae]. In De mulieribus claris [Con­ cerning Famous Women]. Latin verse compendium of myth  and legend.  1361-75.  Ulm:  Zainer,  1473.  [Branca,
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Jean-Georges Noverre, 1727-1810, choreography. Aga­ memnon (Der Tod Agamemnons). Ballet. Music, Joseph Starzer. First performed 1771,Vienna. [Grove 1980, 18:82] Juan  Cris6stomo  Faria  Cordero,  1732-? Aganunon  e
Clitemnestra. Comedy. c.1772? [Barrera 1969, p. 149] Vittorio Alfieri,  17+9-1803. Agamemnone.  Tragedy.  1776-
78. First performed 1842, Teatro Re, Milan. [McGraw­ Hill 1984, l:47ff. I Hamburger 1969, pp. 16, 21 I Brunel 1971, p. 382]
· --. (Murder of Agamemnon in ) Oreste. Tragedy. 1778. First performed 1781, Teatro di Foligno, Raine. [McGraw-Hill]
(; o ,,.... M"": +..·"'- ( t f fr) t..-· J,,.,1,.·70



Matteo  Borsa,  175z-1798. Agamemnone  e Clitemnestra.
Tragedy. Venice: Zatta, 1786. [DELI 1966-70, 1:449J Francesco Mario Pagano, 1748-1799. Agmnemnone. Lyric
monodrama. First perfonncd 1787, Naples. [DELI 1966- 70, 4:214f,]
Niccolo Piccinni,  1728-1800. Clytemnestre. Opera  (trage die lyrique). Libretto, L. G. Pitra?  Rehearsed  1787, Paris, unperformed. [Grove 1980, 14:72..'I]
Francesco Clerico, c.1755-after 1833, choreography. II ri­ torno di Agamemnone. Tragic ballet. First performed Car­ nival 1789, San Benedetto, Venice. Revived, as Agamem­ none) 1801, La Scala, Milan. [Simon & Schuster 1979, p. 76] John Flaxman, 1755-1826. 4 drawings illustrating the Aga-­ memnon  of  Aeschylus,  part  of  a  cycle  illustrating  the Oresteia. 1793-94. Various collections. [Irwin 1979, pp. 85ff.] Engraved   by  Tomasso  Piroli,  published  London  and
Rome: 1795. [Flaxman r872, 3: pls. 15-18]
Luigi Cherubini, 1760-1842. Clytemnestre. Cantata for solo voice. 1794. [Grove 1980, 4:2n]
Gerhard  Anton  von  Halem,  1752-1819. Agam-emnon.
Tragedy.  1794. In Schriften  (Munster: Waldek, 1803).
[Hunger 1959, p. 12]
Alessandro Pepoli, 1757-1796. Agamemnone. Tragedy. [DELI 1966-70, 4:3nJ
Louis Jean NCpomucCne Lemercier, 1771-1840. Aga­ memnon. Verse tragedy. First performed  1797, Theatre de la RCpublique, Paris. [DLLF 1984, 2:1276]
Niccolo Zingarelli, 1752-1837. Clitemnestra. Opera. Li­ bretto, F. Sal:fi. First performed 26 Dec 1800, La Scala, Milan. [Grove 1980, 20:694]
Frani;ois-Georges Fougues Desfontaines, 1733-1825. Cas­ sandra Agamemnon et Colombine Cassandre. Parody of Lemcrcier's Agamemnon (1797). First performed 3 Dec 1803, Paris. [EDS 1954-66, 4:529]
John Galt, 1779-1839. AgamemnonJ Clytemnestra. Trage­ dies. In The Tragedies of Maddalen) Agamemnon, Lady Macbeth) AntoniaJ and Clytemnestra (London: Cadell & Davies, 1812). [Stratman 1966, p. 205 / Nicoll r959-66, 4:585]
A. Gondeville de Mont-Riche. Egisthe et Clytemmstre.
Tragedy. Paris: 1813. [Taylor 1893, p. 217]
Pierre-Narcisse Guerin, 1774-1833. "Clytenmestra" (with Acgisthus, hesitating before killing the sleeping Aga­ mctnnon). Painting. 1817. Louvre, Paris, inv. 5185. [Louvre
1979-86, 3 :295-ill.]
Michael Beer, 1800-1833. f (/yt#mnestra: First performed 1820, HofbOhne. {Brunel 1971, p. 382]
Giovanni Galzerani, 1790-1853, choreography. Agamem­ none.  Ballet.  ·First  performed  Carnival  1821, Pergola, Florence.  [EDS 1954-66, 5:879, 882] New  version,  with music by Cesare Pugni. First performed  1 Sep 1828, La Scala, Milan. [Grove 1980, 15:448]	· Alexandre Soumet, 1788-1845. Clytemnestre. Tragedy. First performed 7 Nov 1822, L'Odeon, Paris. [Bnmel 1971, pp.
208ff. I DLLF 1984, 3:2192]
Thomas Stothard, 1755- 1834. "Orestes and Agamem­ non." Painting. Victoria and Albert Museum, London. [BenCzit 1976, 9:855]
Benjamin Robert Haydon, 1786-1846. "Cassandra Pre­ dicting the Murder of Agamemnon on His Arrival after Ten Years Absence at Mycenae." Painting. 1834. [Oh1ey 1952, p. 202]




Walter Savage Landor, 1775-1864. 'The Shade of Aga­ n1emnon and of Iphigineia." Poetic dialogue, incorpo­ L'ated into Pericles and Aspasia (London: Saunders & Otley, 1836). Reprinted as a separate piece, 1847. [Wheeler 1937, vol. 2 I Boswell 1982, p. 55 I Pinsky r968, pp. 44, 63, 76,
144-45, 151-61]
Juliusz Slowacki, 1809-1849. "Grab Agamemnona" [The Grave of Agamenu1on]. Poen1. c.1836. Warsaw: Dru­ karnia S . Sirorskiego, [1898]. [MHosz 1983, p. 258]
G. Treves. Agamennone.  Opera.  Libretto,  Perranc  (Pe­
rone). First performed 10 Nov 1847, La Scala, Milan. [Clement & Larousse 1969, 1:15]
George Meredith, 1828-1909. (Deaths of Agamme1nnon and Cassandra prophesied in) "Cassandra." Poem. 1850-
51. In Modern Love and Poems <f the English Roadside
(London: Chapman & Hall, 1862). [Bartlett 1978, vol. r I
Boswell 1982, pp. 181f. I Bush 1937, p. 386]
Owen Meredith (Edward Robert Bulwer Lytton), 1831- 1891. "Clytemnestra." Verse drama. In ClytemnestraJ The Earl's Return, The ArtistJ and Other Poems (London: Chapman & Hall, 1855). [Boswell 1982, p. 173 / Bush 1937,
pp. 291, 554]
Alexandre Dumas pere, 1802-1870. LYJrestie [The Ores­
teia]. 3act tragedy. Paris: Librairie ThCatrale, 1856. [DLLF 1984, 1:694]
Herve, 1825-1892. Agamemnon.  Burlesque opera. Libretto,
composer. First performed May 1856, Folies-Nouvelles, Paris. [Clement & Larousse 1969, i:15]
Eduard von Tempeltey, 1832-1919. J(lytil.mnestra. Trag­
edy. Berlin: Schroeder, 1857. [Brunel 1971, p. 382]
Jose-Maria de Heredia, 1842-1905. "La mort d'Agamenmon." Sonnet. In La conference La !Jruyere (1861-62). [Delaty 1984, vol. 2]
Honore Daumier, 1808-1879. "History Reviewed and Corrected by  Operctta-Chilperic and Againemnon in the Leads." Satirical lithograph. 1868. [Delteil 1906-30,
28: no. 3679-ill.]
Robert Reece, -1838-1891, writing as E. G. Lankester. Agamemmm and Cassandra, or the Prophet and Loss of Tnry. Burlesque.  First performed 13 Apr  1868, Prince of
Wales Theatre, Liverpool. [Nicoll 1959-66, 5:537]
Georg Siegert, 1836-1921. Klytii-mnestra. Tragedy. Mu­ nich: Ackermann, 1871. [Brunel 1971, p. 382]
Frederic, Lord Leighton, 1830-1896.  "Clytemnestra  fro1n the Battlements of Argos Watches for the Beacon Fires Which Are to Announce the Return of Agamemnon." Painting. c.1874. Leighton House, London, no. 372. [Ormond 1975, no. 227-ill. / also Wood 1983, p. 5z-ill. / Kestner 1989, p. ) pl. 3.10]
Andre Wormser, 1851-1926. Clytemnestre. Cantata. Grand
Prix de Rome, 1875. [Baker 1984, p. 2529]
Edward Fitzgerald, 1809-1883. Agamemmm. Tragedy, after Aeschylus. London: privately printed, 1876. [Nicoll 1959- 66, 5:368]
Louise-Angelique      Bertin,      1805-1877.      Retour
damemnon. Choral composition.  [Cohen 1987, 1:78]
Robert Browning, 1812-1889. The Agamemmin of Aeschy­
lus. Translation. London: Smith Elder, 1877. [Scudder
1895 / Ryals 1975, pp. 143-46 / Ward 1969, pp. 92ff., lo6f., 239] Victor  Hugo,  1802-1885. "Cassandre"  (and Clytemnestra).
Dialogue poem, part of "Apres les <lieux, les rois" part
i:.,...,,.," l,.,,,,\ f A; ,...._.._..;1 f'o....C, i:..........
,..r,t.;.t•i•y • •(    .f	"!t""l. f'•( 1J


AGAMEMNON

1. In La ligende des siecles, new series  (Paris: Hetzel, 1877). [Hugo 1985-86, vol. 6]
Arthur  Coquard,  1846-1910.  Cassandre.  Opera  (drame
lyrique). Libretto, H. de Bornier, after Seneca'sAgamem­ non.  First  performed   13  May   1881,  SociCte  Chorale
d'Amatetu·s, Paris. [Grove 1980, 4:760]
Gustav Kastropp, 1844-19z5.Agamemnon. Tragedy. Han­ nover: Wasserkampf, 1890. [DLL 1968-90, 8:950 I Frenzel
1962, p. 14]
Arrigo Boito, 1842-1918. Orestiade. Opera (dramma per
musica). Begun 1892, unfinished. [Kunitz & Colby 1967,
p. n2]
Richard  Garnett, 1835-1906. "Aegisthus."  Poem.  InPoems (London: Mathews & Lane, 1893). [Boswell 1982, p. 109] Sergey lvanovich Taneyev, 1856-1915. Oresteya. 3-act op­ era (called trilogy). Libretto, Venkstern, after Aeschylus. 1887-94. First perfonned 29 Oct 1895, Maryinsky The­ atre, St. Petersburg. [Grove l980,' 18:559f. I Montagu-Nathan
1914, p. 276 I Zinar 1971, pp. 86, 93]
Paul Claude 1868-1955. Agamemnon. Tragedy, part of LYJrestie trilogy, afteL·Aeschylus. 1892-94. Paris: Heu­ gel, 1947; reprinted in ThCfttre (Paris: PlCiade, 1967-71). [Ipso I Popkin 1977, 1:285]
Rudolf Procbazka, 1864-1936. Klytiimnestra. Tragedy.
Prague: 1896. [I-lunger 1959, p. 12]
Lewis Morris, 1833-1907. "Clytemnestra in Paris" (mod­ ern story of a woman who has killed her husband). Narrative poem. In Works (London: Kegan Paul, Trench,
& Triibner, 1898). [Boswell 1982, p. 189]
John Collier, 1850-1939. "Clytemnestra." Pain¥ ·c.1890s. Ati; 	

City Museum and Art Gallery, Worcester. [  1jkstra 1986,L.
p. 375 I Jacobs & Stirton 1984b, p. r67] Another version of  1
the subject in Guildhall Art Gallery, London. [Wood 1983,  jg)."?
p. 212-ill.]
Constantine Cavafy, 1868-1933. (Agame1nnon's murder evoked in) "Otan o phulas eide to phos" [When the Watchman Saw the Light]. Poem. Jan 1900. In Poiemata (Athens: Ikaros, 1963). I Translated by Edmund Keeley and Philip Sherrard in Collected Poems (Princeton: Prince­ ton University Press, 1975; bilingual edition). (Keeley 1976,
pp. 35f. I Ipso]
C. Hubert Parry, 1848-1918. Incidental nlusic for Aeschy­ lus's Agamemnon. First performed 16 Nov 1900, Cam­
bridge University. [Grove 1980, 14:244]
Arnold Graves, 1844-1914. Clytaemnestra. Tragedy. Lon don: Longmans, Green, 1903. [Hunger 1959, p. 12]
Eberhard KOnig, 1871-1949. Klytaimnestra. Tragedy. Ber­
lin: Costenoble, 1903. [DLL 1968-90, 9:89 I Brunel 1971,
p. 382]
Valery Bryllsov, 1873-1924. "Klitemnestra." Poem.  1911. In Zerkalo tenej [Mirror of Shadows] (Moscow: Skor­ pion, 1912). [Bryllsov 1982]
Darius Milhaud, 1892-1974. Agamemnon. Opera, opus 14, part of Or.ma trilogy. Libretto, Claude!(1892-94-). 1913-
14. First performed 16 Apr 1927, Paris. [Baker 1984, p. 1549
I Burbank 1984, pp. 126f., 167 / Grove 1980, 12:305, 308]
August  Bungert, 18+5-1915. K/ytilmnestra,  part  2  of Die Ilias. Opera, projected, unfinished. [Grove 1980, 3:455]
Hermann  Hagedorn,  1882-1964.  (Clytenu1estra  in)  '"The Great Maze." Poem. In The Great Maze and the Heart of
Youth (New York: Macmillan,  1916). [Bush l9J7, p. 587]

71










1;
I'
Ii
'




































I
.   'I
.  '



AGAMEMNON
T. S. Eliot, 1888-1965. (Agamemnon's fate contrasted with Sweeney's in) "Sweeney atnong the Nightingales." Poctn. lnAra vosprec (London: Ovid Press, 1920),Poems (Ne\\' York: Knopf, 1920). [Eliot 196+ I Feder 1971, pp. 126-28 I Williamson 1966, pp. 97-99 I Matthiessen 1958, pp. 53, 129]
Fritz Brii.gel, 1897-1955. Agamemnon. Tragedy, free ad­
aptation of Aeschylus. 1923. [DLL 1968-90, 2:144]
Rudolf von Laban, 1879-1958, choreography, after Nov­ erre. Agamemnons Tod. Ballet. First pertOnned 1924, Hainburg.   [Oxford 1982, p. 4]
George Frederick Linstea 1908-. Agamemnon. Opera.
1924. [Baker 1984, p. 1364]
Ninette de Valois, b. 1898, choreography. Oresteiad. Tril­ ogy of ballets, after Aeschylus. First perfor1ncd Oct 1926, Festival Theatre, Catnbridge. [Clarke 195s, pp. 44f.] Hilding Rosenberg, b. 1892. Incidental music for Aeschy­ lus's Agamemnon.  First  performed  1928, Stockholn1.
[Grove 1980, 16:200]
Louise Bogan, 1897-1970. "Cassandra." Poem. In Dark Summer (New York: Scribner, 1929). [!<rank 1985, p. 113] Ildebrando Pizzetti, 1880-1968. Incidental music for Aes­ chylus's Agamemnon. First performed 26 Apr 1930, Tea­
tro Greco, Syracuse. [Grove r980, 14:797]
Eugene O'Neill, 1888-1953. Homecoming. Tragedy, part 1 of Mourning Becomes Electra, modem adaptation of Aes­ chylus's Oresteia and Euripides' Orestes. First performed
26 Oct 1931, Guild Theatre, New  York.  [Oxford 1984, p. 491 I Bogard 1972, pp. 341-48, 468 / Hamburger 1969, pp. 58, 62 / Long 1968, pp. n7-32 / Stam1n 1949, pp. 244-46]
Mario Varvoglis, 1885-1967. Incidental music for Aeschy­
lus's Agamemnon. 1932. [Baker 1984, p. 2374]





Victor Eftimiu, b. 1888. Atrizii [Descenda.11ts of Atreus]. Tragedy. Bucharest: 1939. [McGraw-Hill 1984, 2:77]
Isolde Kurz, 1853-1944. Das Haus des Atreus.  Collection of tales. Tiibingen: Wunderlich, 1939. [DLB 1988, 66:281] Gerhart Hauptmann, 1862-1946.Agamemnons Tod. Trag­ edy,  part 2 of Die Atriden  tetralogy.  1942. First  per­ formed 28 July 1946,  Berlin  Radio;  complete  tetralogy first performed  10 Sep 1947, Max lleinhardts Deutsches
1'heater, Berlll1. Published Berlin: Suhrkamp, 1949. [McGraw-Hill 1984, 2:462 / Hamburger 1969, p. 21I Scidlin 1961,
pp. 238, 241 I Voight 1965, pp. 158-6},, ··!·-·,..
Mark Rothko, 1903-1970. "The Omen of the Eagle." Painting, evocation of the Oresteia. 1942. Mark Rothko Foundation, New York. [Ashton.1983, p. 45, fig. 8 / Waldman 1978, p. 40, no. 26-ill.J
Willi Baumeister, 1889-1955, "Agame1m1on in Mycenae." Painting. 1943. [Hannover 1950, no. 9]
---. "Shield of Agamenmon." Abstract painting. 1948. Unlocated. [Grolunat111 1965, no. 736-ill.]
Lawrence Durrell, 1912-1990. (Agamemnon's tomb evoked in) "To Argos." Poem. In A ]Jrivate Country (London: Faber & Faber, 1943). [Boswell 1982, pp. 98]
Rudolf Bayr, 1919-. Agamemnon. Tragedy. First per­ formed 1948, Vienna. [DLL 1968-90, 1:330]
Herwig Hensen, 1917-. Agamemnoon. Tragedy. Brussels: Manteau, 1948. [DULC 1959-63, 2:706]
Rabbe Enck.ell, 1903-1974, Agamemnon. Verse draina. Helsingfors: S6derstr61n, 1949. [Algulin 1989, p. 222]
Norman Demuth, 1898-1968. The Oresteia. Musical dra­ matic work. 1950, Libretto, D. Clarke, after Aeschylus.
[Grove r980, 5:363]

·1

Agamemnon's return and murder). Dramatic n1ono­ logue. 1959. Athens: Kedros, 1962. I Tra.11slated by Nikos Stangos in Yannis llitsos: Selected Poems (Har· mondsworth: Jlenguin, 1974). [Ipso I Myrsiades 1978, pp. 455-57 / CLC r985; 31:32sf.]
· --. (Murder of Agan1cmnon in) '<He pragmatike ai­ tia" [The Real Reason]. Poe1n. 7 June 1969. In Epana­ lepseis (Athens: Kedros, 1972). I Translated by Edmund Keeley in Yannis Ritsos, Exile and l{eturn: Selected Poems 1!)67-1974 (New York: Ecco, 1985). [Ipso I Myrsiades, p. 452]
· --. "Agametnnon." Dramatic tnonologtte. Athens: Kedros, 1972. [Myrsiades, p. 451]
Josep Soler, 1935-.Agamemnon. Opera. 1960. [Baker 1984,
p. 2160 I also Grove 1980, 17:451 (as 1968)]
Robert Lowell, 1917-1977. Agamemnon. Tragedy, adap­ tation after other English tra.11slations of Aeschylus, par­ ticularly Richmond Lattitnore's. Early 1960s, unfin­ ished. In The Oresteia of Aeschylus (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1978). [Ipso]
· --. "Agamemnon," "The House of Argos," parts  2 a.11d 3 of "Five Dreams." Poem. In Notebook: Ig67-68 (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1969). [Ipso]
[image: ]   ---. <'Clytetnnestra 1," "Clytemnestra 2," "Qlytemnes­ tra 3." Poems. In History (London: Faber & Faber; New
York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1973). [Ipso]
Nicos Mamangakis, 1929-. "Monologue of Cassandra." Vocal cotnposition. Text, Aeschylus. 1963. [Grove 1980, n:592]
Grant Strate, 1927-, choreography.  The House of Atreus.
Ballet. Music, Alberto Ginastera's String Quartet no. 2.
First perforn1ed s Apr 1963, Julliard Dance Ensemble,



AGES OF THE WORLD
Ralph Gustafson, 1909-, (Agamemnon evoked in) ''Aga­ me1m1on's Palace at Mykenai," "At the Odeutn of Her­ acles Atticus: Athens," "Agamemnon' s Mask: Archeolog­ ical Museum, Athens." Poems. Inlxion's Wheel (Toronto
& Montreal: McClelland & Stewa1t, 1969). [Ipso]
Nikita Dolgushin, 1938-, choreography. Clytemnestra. Ballet. Music, Gluck. First performed 1972, Maly The­ ater, Leningrad. [Oxford 1982, p. 127]
Zbigniew Herbert,  1924-.  (Clytemnestra,  Agamemnon, and Aegisthus in 1nodern setting in) "The Missing Knot" [English title of a work written in Polish]. Poem.  In Poez1e wybrane (Warsaw: Spold2ielnia Wydawnicza, 1973). I Translated by John and Bogdana Carpenter in Selected Poems (London & New York: Oxford University Press, 1977). [lpsol
Ivana Loudova,  1941-. Agamemtwn  Suite. Instnuncntalr

composition. 1973. [Cohen r987, 1:427)
Elizabeth Swados, 1951-. Incidental music for Againem- non. 1976. [Cohen 1987, 2:679 / Grove 1986, 4:336]
Colin Way Reid, 1952-1983. "Remains" (Agamemnon's	?
burial mask). Poem. 1978. Unpublished, MS in author's	11

estate South Hadley, Mass. [Ipso]
---. (Agamemnon's mask in) "Looking East." Poem.
In	Secret (Ge1Tards Cross, Buckinghatnshire: Colin	"'Open

Smythe, 1986). [Ipso]	.
Tony Harrison, 1937-. The Oresteia. Adaptation of Aes-	4
chylus. First performed  28 Nov  1981, National Theatre,	&_
London. Music, Harrison Birtwistle. Published  London: Collings, 1981. [Vinson r985, p. 354 I DLB 1985, 40 pt. 1: r58,

11

<'.:> ,	':.,u".t k.<.o 1i i


k..C"4-i? rt--V.. '!../-c·..._	'"'-  0	..,,

Sacheverell   Sitwell,  1897-1988.   "Agamemnon's   Tomb." Poen1. In Canons ef Giant Art: Twenty Torsos in Heroic.

William Alfred, 1922-. Agamemnon. Blank verse adapta­ tion of Aeschylus.  First performed  1953, Cambridge,

New York. [Chujoy & Mru1chcster 1967, p. 866] ltevised, with  music  by  Harry  Sotners,  pcrfonned  13 Jan  1964,

::: f.!''.:'.-   1-::- I : 7•<-k,	<  IF>rf  , '.i <t)
pr,..!. ""r:;. ""	':,!,d-i .•  J.Jr:u.J 1,,.J,. 1-.-,1 k,,..:.. vl1.. .,_-r ,f l.

Landscapes (London: Faber & Faber, 1933). [Vinson 1985,
p. 790 I Bush 1937, p. 576]

Mass. [Vinson 1982, p. 30]
Richmond Lattimore, 1906-1984. Agamemnon. Transla­

National Ballet of Cai1ada, Toronto. [Oxford 1982, p. 394 /
Baker 1984, p. 2163 / Grove 1980, 17:474]

AGAVE.  See PENfHEUS.	r:, ,c!,,)



<!; ......

(M ol cb."A) 1· 'B1v"" 'j "",...,!

Otto Stoessl, 1875-1936. <'Acgisth." Poem. InArcadia, vol. 1 of Gesammelte Werke (Vienna: Saturn, 1933). [DULC 1959-63, 4:672]
George  Seferis,  1900-1971. "Memneso  loutron  hois  en­
osphistheis" [Remember the Baths Where You Were Slain] (Orestes  speaks  to Agamenmon's ghost).  Poem. In Mythistorema (Athens: Ikaros, 1935). I Translated by Rex Warner in Poems (Boston & Toronto: Little, Brown, 1960). [Ipso]
Marguerite Yourcenar, 1903-1987. "Clyte1nnestre, ou Le crime" [Clytemnestra, or The Crllne], part of Feux. Prose poem. Paris: Grasset, 1935. I Translated by Dori Katz in Fires (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1981). I Set to music by Donald Harris, performed Nov 1983, Na­ tional Public Radio, U.S.A. [Horn 1985, pp. 6of. I DLLF 1984, 3:2519f.]
Ilse Langner,  1899-. Der Mord  in Mykene  [The Murder
in Mycenae]. Tragedy. Berlin: 1936. Reissued  as J(ly­ tihnnestra (Hatnburg: MOlich, 1947)· [DLL 1968-90, 9:939] Louis MacNeice, 1907-1963. TheAgamemnon ofAeschylus. Translation.  Published  London:  Faber  & Faber,  1936. First performed 4 Nov 1937, Westminster Theatre, Lon­
don. [DLB 1983, 20:233] f\"/1.- "-'l 'O""'''u-ikf't-
Alexandros M<i.tsas, 1911-1969. l(lytaimnestra. Verse trag­ edy. 1936, Athens: 1945. First performed  1955, National
Theatre, Athens. [Friar 1973, p. 720 I Trypanis 1981, p. 699]

tion  of  Aeschylus.  Published  as  paLt  of  the  Orerteia
(Chicago: Chicago University Jlress, 1953). [Ipso]
Paul Angerer, 1927-.Agamemnon musz sterben [Agamem­ non Must Die]. Cantata. Libretto, Bayr (1948). First performed 1955, Vienna. [Kunisch 1965, p. 76]
H. D. (Hilda Doolittle), 1886-1961. (Clytemnestra in) Helen in Egypt. Epic. 1952-56. New York: New Direc­ tions, 1961. [Ipso I Friedman 1981, pp. 261-65, 288f.]
Richard Selig, 1929-1957. (Agamemnon's death evoked in) "Ruins: Mycenae." Poem. In Poems (Dublin: Doltnen Press, 1962). [Ipso]
Havergal Brian, 1876-1972. Agamemnon. Opera. Libretto,
J. S. Blackie's tra.11slation of Aeschylus, with additions by the cotnposer. 1957. First performed 28 Jan 1971, St. John's, London. [Grove 1980, 3:275]
/Martha Graham, 1894-1991, choreography. Clytemnestra. Modern  dance. Music, Halim El-Dabh. First performed 1 Apr 1958, Adelphi Theatre, New York; dCcor, Isamu Noguchi; costumes, Martha Graham and Helen Mc­ Gehee; lighting, Jean Rosenthal. [Stodelle 198+, pp. 183-94 I Noguchi 1968, p. 128-ill.]I

Tatjana Gsovsky, 1901-, choreography. (Clytemnestra in) Black Sun. Ballet. Music, H. F. Harting. First performed 1959, Municipal Opera, Berlin. [Oxford 1982, p. 98]
Yannis Ritsos, 1909-1990. "To nekro spi" [The Dead House] (Electra in old age,  r as modern survivor, recalls

72

Monie Cecconi-Botella, 1936-. Les Visionsproph&tiques de Cassandre. Cantata. Libretto, Aeschylus. 1965. [Cohen 1987, 1:1+1]
Jani Christou, 1926-1970. Incidental music for Aeschylus's Agamemnon. First performed 27 Jw1e 1965, Epidawus. [Grove 1980, 4:376]
Andre Masson, 1896-1987. Ceiling pall1ting, depicting the murder of Agame1m1on. 1965. L'Odton, Paris. [C!Cbert 1971, pp. 87f.]
Peter Russell, 1921-. Agamemnon in Hades. Poem. Ayles­ ford, Kent: Saint Albert's Press, 1965. [Vinson 1985, p. 733] Dominick Argento,  1927-. Incidental music for Aeschy­ lus's  Oresteia.  First  performed   1967, Guthrie Theatre,
Minneapolis. [Grove 1986, r:cs+J
Eric Bentley, 1916-. "A Time  to  Die." Short  play,  based on the Oresteia. First performed 1967, New York. Pub­ lished New York: Grove, 1970. [Vinson 1982, p. 86]
Thomas Met-ton, 1915-1968. (Clytetnnestra in) "The Greek Women." Poetn. In Collected Poems  (New York: New Directions, 1977). [Labrie 1979, pp. 117f.]
Theodore Antoniou, 1935-. Clytaemnestra. "Sound-action" for actress) dancers, instruments, and tape. Libretto, T. Roussos.  First  performed  4- June  1968, Kassel.  [Baker
1984, p. 64 / Grove 1980, 1:494]
Iain Hamilton, 1920-1986. Agamemnon. Opera. Libretto, composer, after Aeschylus. 1967-69. [Grove 1980, 8:72]

-"l'r'"\' ,o,,/ fl&) : 16J. IL

[image: ]AGES OF THE WORLD.  In his Works and Days, the early Greek poet Hesiod enumerates five ages of man: the Age of Gold, of Silver, of Bronze, of Heroes, and oflron. The Roman writer Ovid speaks of only four ages, discounting the Age of Heroes. The Golden Age was  the period  when  Cronus (Saturn) ruled the sky and men were as gods, with­ out  toil or  troubles.  During  the  Silver Age,  the immortal gods of Olympus were the rulers of the heavens; in this period men became impious and arrogant and were destroyed by Zeus (Jupiter). Zeus then created the Bronze Age, in which inen became violent and warlike, destroyed themselves, and dis­ appeared into Hades. After that came the Heroic Age) according to Hesiod, when Zeus created a race of men who were more godlike and just; this was the age of the Trojan and Theban wars. The poet describes these men as de1nigods) the forerunners of the human race. Finally, there was the Iron Age, the era in which Hesiod places himself and his fellows. Characterizing it as an age when men toil ceaselessly,
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