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The slim volume is a catalogue of a retrospective exhibition set at the time of Casanova’s retirement (becoming emeritus) at Scripps. A short essay by Suzanne Muchni goes from page 13 to 18. 

Casanova was a Fine Arts Fellow at the American Academy in Rome.

The checklist lists 44 artifacts, all sculptures ranging from 1953 to 1995.

Very few items have classical-mythological titles:

Several owls seem not to be overtly reminiscent of Athena iconography.


Halcyon I (1961)
Halcyon II (1961) 
    are bronze representations of birds, I think

Gaia (1975)
	Bronze, 23x10x9 inches Collection of Anabelle Casanova, second of an edition of two 
	    To my eye, identical to the “first edition”; both depicted in the catalog.

	Gaia [edition 1] (1975) is also bronze 23x10x9, “first of an edition of two works cast” Collection of the National Academy of Design, New York.
		Depicted on p. 76.


The “comprehensive listing” gives pictures of 72 other artworks:
 
Halcyon III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, and IX (all 1961)
     Seem to manifest increasing levels of anthropomorphism, especially Halcyon VIII and Halcyon IX.


“Maenad Torso” (1962)  bronze 11 x 5 x 6 “private collection”
	Seems to depict a swirling maenad kicking up her right leg rather like the British Museum maenad

“Maenad” (1962) bronze 16 x 5 x 8 “private collection”
	Is anthropomorphic abstract expressionist 

“Maenad Torso” (1962) bronze 12 x 7 x 6 “Private collection”
	Again is even more abstract expressionist

The Artemis of Ephesus (part of the Comprehensive Catalog ad not the exhibition, of course, since it’s on the UCLA campus)
   Is rather reminiscent of “Sea Emblem” (1979 bronze 16 x 16 x 2) which looks like a horseshoe crab in a bronze medallion, or of “Earth Emblem” (1978 bronze 16 x 16 x 3) which depicts a scarab or beetle in bronze, or of “Origin VII” (1970), cast iron on black marble base, which looks rather Georgia O’Keefian, or of “Origin VIII” (1971) bronze on black marble base. The “Scarab” (1965) is similar also, a disk abstractly representing a scarab beetle atop a tall rectangular plinth. 



    All of these listed above are abstract three-dimensional objects that may be reminiscent of female genitalia. 

Gaia not so much so. I see in the Gaia a three dimensional form confronting the flat plane of the sky or the earth. I don’t know. 


“Abstracting from nature and drawing from classical mythology, Casanova had created an Earth Form (plate 17, figs 1.36-37) and several revisions of Ritual Object (Plates 14-16, fig I.26_ that held sensuous secrets in the crevices of textured volumes. In Artemis of Ephesus, 1966 (front cover, fig I.31), he had placed an abstract organic form atop a gently twisting column, as if infusing an ancient personage with new life.” The Muchnic essay p. 13

The AAR fellowship was 1958-1961, but he returned for two subsequent residences.

Son of Italian immigrants in San Francisco, 1929.
He passed away 10 September 2014.
   Scripps College obituary: https://inside.scrippscollege.edu/news/passing-of-aldo-casanova-professor-emeritus

“He cited his most rewarding professional accomplishment to be that his work comprises a part of the collection on display in the Franklin Murphy Sculpture garden at UCLA. He said, ‘The collection contains works by Rodin, Maillol, Lipschitz, Moore, Arp, Miro, Matisse, and Lachaise, among others, and I believe I fit in. I can do no better than that.’”
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