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John Singleton Copley, 1738—1815. “Priamn Besceching
Achilles for the Body of Hector,” Painting. 1775 or 1797—
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behind the Chariot of Achilles.” Bronze relief, predella
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evoked in) “On Looking into E. V. Rieu's Homer.”
Poem, In Collected Poems (New York: Devin-Adair, 1964).
[Ipso]
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Carl Dennis. “Hector Dragged around Troy.” Poem. In
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HELEN OF TROY. The daughter of Leda and
Zeus (or Nemesis), Helen was worshiped as a deity
in Sparta, but in literary tradition as carly as Homer
was given a mortal role. Known for her great beauty,

she was carried off as a girl to Athens by Thescus,
but rescued by her brothers Castor and Polydeuces
while Theseus was in the Underworld. Back in
Sparta, she was courted by all the most cligible
noblemen of Greece. Odysseus suggested that Helen
be allowed to choose her husband and made all the
other suitors vow to defend the successful suitor at
need. Helen married Menelaus and bore him a
daughter, Hermione.

Sometime later, when Menelaus was away from
Sparta, the Trojan prince Paris either abducted Helen
or persuaded her to go with him to Troy. Upholding
their vow, the former suitors made an armed expe-
dition to Troy, beginning the ten-year Trojan War.
After Paris was killed near the end of the war, Helen
was wed to his brother Deiphobus, whom she later
betrayed to Menelaus. Reclaiming her after the fall
of Troy, Menelaus first threatened to kill her for her
treachery but then reconciled with her. On the way
home from Troy, Menelaus’s fleet was battered by
a storm. Helen and Menelaus eventually reached
Egypt and wandered there for eight years before
returning to Sparta,

An alternate tradition suggests that Helen was fivst
taken to King Proteus of Egypt and only her phan-
tom went with Paris to Troy. After the war, Men-
elaus was reunited with the real Helen on reaching
Egypt. According to this version, the Trojan War
was a stratagem by the god Zeus to reduce the
carth’s population.

In the Ifiad Helen is portrayed as a piciful figure,
hated by Greeks and Trojans alike, forced to be the
wife of Paris, and filled with self-reproach. However,
in the Odyssey, the portrait is gentler; she is pictured
living peacefully with Menelaus, although he does
recall that she tried to trick the Greeks as they hid
in the wooden horse.

After Menelaus died, Ielen was driven from Sparta
by her stepsons and fled to her friend Polyxo in
Rhodes. Polyxo, who had lost her husband in the
Trojan War, sought vengeance. Dressing her slaves
as Furies (Greck, Erinyes), she ordered them to hang
Helen, who was thereafter worshiped in Rhodes as
“Helen of the Tree.”

An auxiliary tradition says that Achilles and Helen
met after death on the Isle of Leuce (“White Isle™),
where they were eternal lovers. This theme was
popularized by Goethe in Faust (1827), when the
title character summons Helen from the afterlife.

Classical Sources. Homer, Hiad 3; Odyssey 4, 15 passim.
Stasinus, Cypria 1.8—11. Hestod, Catalogue of Women 65—
68 (fragments). Herodotus, Histordes 2.112—20. Euripides,
The Trojan Women; Helen, Ovrestes. Theocritus, Idylls 18.
Virgil, Aeneid 2. Ovid, Metamorphoses 12.5, 13.200, 14.669,
15.232. Apollodorus, Biblioteca 3.10.7--22.1, Er23, F3.5, E6.29.
Pausanias, Deseription of Greece 2.22.6—7, 3.19.9~20.1. Lu-
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cian, Dinlogues of the Dead 5, “Menippus and Hermes,” 27,
“Aeacns and Protesilaus.”

See alw Achiries, Afeerlife; Paris, General List, and
Helen; TrESEUS, and Helen, TROILUS AND CRESSIDA;
TrOJAN WAR.
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Jost Amman, 1539—1591, “The Sacrifice of Helen.” Paint-
ing. [Warburg]

Christopher Marlowe, 1564—1503. (Helen with Achilles
evoked ) The Tragicall History of Doctor Faustus §.1.
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with Hecror (Paris: Chaumerot, 1809). [DLF 195172, 4
pt. 2 140]

Antonio Canova, 1757-1822. “Helen.” Marble bust. 1811,
Palazzo Albrizzi, Venice. [Pavanello 1976, no. 236—ill.] Plas-
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1 HELENUS. 8¢z Asneas, Wanderings; ANDROMACHE;
PHILOCTETES.

HEILIOS. Se AroiLo, as Sun God.
HELLE. Se Arsamas aNDp INO.

HEPHAESTUS. The Greek god of fire and crafts,
Hephaestus was the son of Zeus (Jupiter) and Hera
(Juno}, or of Hera alone. Crippled at birth, he was
thrown down from Olympus by his mother, who
was ashamed of his deformity. Falling into the ocean,
Hephaestas was resuced by the Nereids Thetis and
Eurynome. e later took revenge on his mother by
trapping her in a throne of his own devising; there
: she remained imprisoned until Dionysus inebriated
him and forced him to release her. In an alternate
legend, Hephaestus was hurled to carth by Zeus for
siding with Hera in a quarrel about Heracles; he
landed on the island of Lemnos, an important center
of his cult in the fifth century BGE.

As the fire god and divine blacksmith, Hephaestus
labored in a workshop located either in heaven or
on Olympus, although Virgil, for example, placed
it in a cave on an island near Sicily. A master
craftsman, the god forged the armor that Thetis
requested for Achilles and the arms that Venus im-
plored him to create for Aeneas. He also fashioned
the chains that bound Prometheus to the rock, the
necklace of Harmonia, and, with the assistance of
the Cyclopes, Zeus's thunderbolts. According to
Hesiod, he created Pandora, the first woman, and

HEPHAESTUS

in some accounts acted as midwife in the birth of
Athena (Minerva) by splitting Zeus’s head with an
axe to release the goddess.

Hephaestus was sometimes said to be the husband
of Aglaia, one of the Graces, but in most myths he
was married to the ever-unfaithful Aphrodite (Ve-
nus). When he discovered her affair with his brother
Ares (Mars), he ensnared the lovers in a net and
exposed them to the ridicule of the gods. Hephaes-
tus’s own pursuit of the virgin Athena failed, but
from his spilled semen Erichthonius, legendary king
of Athens, was born.

Vulcan, the early Roman god of fire, assumed
many of the attributes of Hephaestus, but his im-
portance in the Roman pantheon was far greater
than that of his Greek counterpart. To the Romans,
Vaulcan was also a god of destructive fire, deserving
of attention in an era when uncontrollable fires and
volcanic eruptions spelled disaster. More than just a
fire-god, the Hellenized Vulcan was accorded a cre-
ative side, recognized by the epithet “Mulciber” (“he
who tempers”). He was said to be the father of
Cupid (Amor) by Venus, and was also associated
with the goddess Maia, an obscure Ttalian vegetation
deity.

Classical representations of Hephaestus focus on
his return to Olympus, his assistance in the birth of
Athena, and his delivery of Achilles’ armor to Thetis.
He also figures prominently in gatherings of Olym-
pians. Postclassical depictions of these themes are
also common, as are scenes of Venus visiting Vul-
can’s forge, either as his wife or as supplicant for
Aeneas’s armor. Vulcan and his forge are also de-
picted as symbols of wintet and of the clement Fire,

Classical Sonrces. Homer, Ilind 1.571—608, 14.338 18.368—
617, 21.328—82; Odyssey 8.266—366. Hesiod, Theggony s70—
72, 927—29, 94s5f. Homeric Hymmns, “To Hephaestus.” Acs-
chylus, Promethens Bound 1—81, 365—69. Orphic Hymmns 66,
“To Hephaestus.” Apollonius Rhodius, Amgonautica 1.202—
05, 1.850—60. Virgil, Aeneid 8.416—s4, Ovid, Fasti 5.220ff.
Apollodorus, Bibliotecn 1.3.5—6, 1.4.3—4, 1.6.2, 3.14.6, 3.16.1,
Pausanias, Description of Greece 1.20.3, 2313, 8.53.5. Hygi-
nus, Fabulnae 158, 166; Poctica astronomica 2,12—13, 2.15, 2.34.
Lucian, Dialggues of the Gods, “Hephaestus and Apollo,”
“Hephaestus and Zens,”

See also AcH1LLES, Return to Battle; AENEAS, in Latium;
ARES AND APHRODITE; CycLOPES; GODs AND GobD-
DESSES; PANDORA; PROMETHEUS, Bound.

Andrea Mantegna, 1430/31—-1506, (Vulcan at his forge in)
“Parnassus” (“Mars and Venus”). Painting, for Studiolo
of Isabella d’Este, Corte Vecchia, Mantua. 1497, Louvre,
Paris, inv. INV 370. [Lightbown 1986, p. 189, no. 3g—ill. /
Louvre 197986, 2:203—ill. / Wind 1948, pp. off—ill. / Louvre
1975, no. 96—ill.]

Piere di Cosimo, r.1462—1521. “T'he Fall of Vulean” (or
“Hylas and the Nymphs”t). Painting. ¢.1495-1500.




