Cato e re rustica

CXXXVIII. Oxen may be yoked on feast days
for these purposes: to haul firewood, bean stalks,
and grain for storing. There is no holiday for mules,
horses, or donkeys, except the family festivals.

CXXXIX. The following is the Roman formula to
be observed in thinning a grove : A pig is to be sacri-
ficed, and the following prayer uttered: * Whether
thou be god or goddess to whom this grove is dedi-
cated, as it is thy right to receive a sacrifice of a
pig for the thinning of this sacred grove, and to this
intent, whether I or one at my bidding do it, may it
be rightly done. To this end, in offering this pig
to thee I humbly beg that thou wilt be gracious and
merciful to me, to my house and household, and to
my children. Wilt thou deign to receive this pig
which I offer thee to this end.”

CXL. If you wish to till the ground, offer a second
sacrifice in the same way, with the addition of the
words: “ for the sake of doing this work.” So long
as the work continues, the ritual must be performed
in some part of the land every day; and if you miss
a day, or if public or domestic feast days intervene,
a new offering must be made.

CXLI. The following is the formula for purifying
land: Bidding the suovetaurilia® to be led around,
use the words : * That with the good help of the gods
success may crown our work, I bid thee, Manius,?
to take care to purify my farm, my land, my ground
with this suovetaurilia, in whatever part thou thinkest
best for them to be driven or carried around.”
Make a prayer with wine to Janus and Jupiter,
and say: ‘ Father Mars, I pray and beseech thee
that thou be gracious and merciful to me, my
house, and my household; to which intent I have
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bidden this suovefaurilia to be led around my land,
mﬂy ground, my farm; that thou keep away, ward
off, and remove sickness, seen and unseen, barren-
ness and destruction, ruin and unseasonable influence ;
and that thou permit my harvests, my grain, my vine-
yards, and my plantations to flourish and to come to
good issue, preserve in health my shepherds and my
flocks, and give %lood health and strength to me, my
house, and my household.! To this intent, to the
intent of purifying my farm, my land, my ground,
and of making an expiation, as I have said, deign to
accept the offering of these suckling vietims; Father
Mars, to the same intent deign to accept the offering
of these suckling offering.” Also heap the cakes?
with the knife and see that the oblation cake be
hard by, then present the victims. When you offer
up the pig, the lamb, and the calf, use this formula:
“To this intent deign to accept the offering of these
victims.” . . .3 If favourable omens are not obtained
in response to all, speak thus: ‘‘ Father Mars, if
aught hath not pleased thee in the offering of those
sucklings, I make atonement with these victims.”
If there is doubt about one or two, use these words:
“ Father Mars, inasmuch as thou wast not pleased
by the offering of that pig, I make atonement with
is pig.”

CXLII. Those things which are the duty of the
overseer, the instructions which the master has
given, all those things which should be done on
the farm and what should be bought or brought in,
and how food and raiment should be issued to the
servants—the same I warn that he do and perform,
and that he hearken to the master’s instructions,
Furthermore, he must know how to manage the
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