I am bothered that Reid says that Medusa was punished by Athena in her temple for “allowing Poseidon to violate her” there. 

What is the classical tradition for Medusa’s guilt or innocence? 
I had recalled that Poseidon’s actions were forced upon the girl, an innocent acolyte of the virginal goddess.

Hes. Theogony 270-329 covers the ancestry and descendants of Medusa and her sisters. The focus on Medusa herself mentions that she alone of her three sisters was mortal and ill-fated: Σθεννώ τ᾿ Εὐρυάλη τε Μέδουσά τε λυγρὰ παθοῦσα· / ἡ μὲν ἔην θηντή, αἱ δ᾿ ἀθάνατοι καὶ ἀγήρῳ, / αἱ δύο· (276-78). Hesiod seems to me to linger a bit too long on the sisters’ immortality, repeating gratuitously their exceptionalism in the enjambed repetition. But the detail pertaining to Medusa’s mortality seems to hinge unsaid on the fact that Poseidon had lain beside her in a flowery meadow. 
τῇ δὲ μιῇ παρελέξατο Κυαναχαίτης / ἐν μαλακῷ λειμῶνι καὶ ἄνθεσιν εἰαρινοῖσι.  (278-79) That the god’s mating with her should render the girl mortal seems a tautology. Hesiod attributes the death-blow to Perseus without passing judgment on Medusa’s guilt or innocence. 
τῆς ὅτε δὴ Περσεὺς κεφαλὴν ἀπεδειροτόμησεν, / ἐξέθορε Χρυσάωρ τε μέγας καὶ Πήγασος ἵππος. (280-81) Hesiod’s predicate for the girl’s beheading — to sunder head from neck — might surpass Homeric battle savagery. (Cf. Il. 18.336, 23.22; Od. 11.35) 
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Ov. Met. 4.790-803 — conclusion of Perseus’ Andromeda rescue.

ante expectatum tacuit tamen; excipit unus / ex numero procerum quaerens, cur sola sororum
gesserit alternos inmixtos crinibus angues. / hospes ait: ‘quoniam scitaris digna relatu,
accipe quaesiti causam. Clarissima forma / multorumque fuit spes invidiosa procorum
illa, neque in tota conspectior ulla capillis / pars fuit; inveni, qui se vidisse referret.
hanc pelagi rector templo vitiasse Minervae / dicitur: aversa est et castos aegide vultus
nata Iovis texit, neve hoc inpune fuisset, / Gorgoneum crinem turpes mutavit in hydros.
Nunc quoque, ut attonitos formidine terreat hostes, / pectore in adverso, quos fecit, sustinet angues.

Ovid’s account leaves unsaid what role Medusa might have played in fateful relations with Neptune. Ovid’s tacit ambivalence comes at the mid-point of his Perseus narrative in Metamorphoses 4.610-5.209. Perseus, at this mid-point (4.790-803) is regaling the wedding feast, Cepheus’ guests, with the tale of how he had come to rescue Andromeda. He ends his story abruptly (ante expectatum tacuit). One of the guests eggs him on to tell how Medusa alone of her sisters had come to have those snakey tresses. Perseus tells that Medusa once had had many suitors and the most glorious hair. “The sea-god is said to have violated her in the temple of Minerva; Jupiter’s daughter averted her eyes and covered her chaste face with her aegis; then, so as to prevent this act from going unpunished, the goddess changed the Gorgon’s hair into poisonous snakes. Even now, she wears those snakes, which she created, on the front of her chest, so as to devastate her foes with dread.”
    Ovid fails to elaborate on the blame that Medusa might have shared. Whether Medusa had enticed Neptune, yielded willingly to advances, or succumbed to the sea-god’s lust, Ovid leaves unsaid. Clearly, though, the girl alone takes the brunt of all the goddess’ ashamed raged, and no punishment is directed at Neptune. In a mytho-theology where condign punishment is rarely measured, one may likely be right to read Neptune’s guilt and Medusa’s innocence between these lines.
 
Apollodorus 2.4.2 observes that “[Perseus] flew to Ocean and found the Gorgons, Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa, asleep. Medusa alone was mortal, and it was for this reason that Perseus went after her head.” (Simpson’s translation) Then, after the decapitation, Apollodorus describes the birth of Pegasus and Chrysaor who “leaped forth from the Gorgon. She gave birth to these by Poseidon.” No details of the mating, neither location nor consent, are given. Not much later, Apollodorus (2.4.3) observes that Athena placed the head of Medusa on her shield, adding that “some say that Medusa was beheaded because of Athena, for she wished to be considered as beautiful as the goddess.” [Simpson trans, again; no note on this point in Simpson.] [the only other mention of Medusa flagged by Simpson’s index is at 2.5.12, the encounter of Heracles with Medusa at the Styx.

Graves: s.v. “33. The Children of the Sea” — The Gorgons were names Stheino, Euryale, and Medusa, all once beautiful. But one night Medusa lay with Poseidon, and Athene, enraged that they had bedded in one of her own temples, changed her …”
· Citing Hes. Th. 270ff, 333 ff.; Apollodorus Libr. 2.4.3; Ov. Met. 4.792-802; Scholiast on Apoll. Rhod. 4.1399, Euripides Ion 989 ff.
 s.v. “50. Asclepius” — Athena gave Asclepius two phials of Medusa’s blood, extracted at her death — with blood “drawn from the veins of her left side” Asclepius could raise the dead; with blood from Medusa’s right side, he could inflict instant death. 
	— Didorus Siculus 5.74.6; Apollod. Libr. 3.10.3; Tatian “Address to the Greeks”; Euripides Ion 999ff.

s.v. “73.h Perseus” — “[Pegasus and Chrysaor] has been begotten on Medusa by Poseidon in one of Athena’s temples”.

s.v. “73.s-t. Perseus” — a variant myth records (Paus. 2.21.6-8) that Medusa was a beautiful daughter of Phorcys, who had offended Athene, and led the Libyans of Lake Tritonis in battle. Perseus coming from Argos with an army, was helped by Athene to assassinate Medusa. He cut off her head by night, and buried it under a mound of earth in the market place at Argos. This mound lies close to the grave of Perseus’s daughter Gorgophone, notorious as the first widow ever to remarry.”

s.v. “132.l. Heracles 10th Labor” — Cacus is said to have been the offspring of Hephaestus and Medusa
	— Apollodorus Libr. 2.5.10?; Pherecydes, quoted by Athenaeus 11.39; Serv. Aen. 7.662 and 8.300

s.v. “134.c. Heracles 12th Labor” — ferried across Styx, Heracles encounters two shades who do not withdraw in awe: Meleager and Medusa, the latter he nearly slays unnecessarily (she being a shade). 
	— Apollodorus Libr. 2.5.12; Xenophon Anabasis 101.2.2; Hom. Ody. 11.626 and Il. 8.362ff.

Michael Simpson’s Apollodorus p. 87 (ad. N.11) observes that Medusa is creative, in life as in death. Along those roads leading to the Gorgon’s home, Perseus had seen many simulacra. And at the fiasco in Phineus’ hall, many a new statue was created as well. Whether or not this can have played with great subtlety into Ovid’s criticism of Medusa … The artisan, like Arachne, would be despised by Minerva for any act.


Fowler references Medousa twice: Ac. 13 (app) and Ph. 11 — Nothing on Medusa’s guilt or innocence.
· Pherecydes frgt. 11 





Ov. Met. 4.792-802 — best to check Bömer
