Prometheus (dir. Ridley Scott), 2012, 20th Century Fox.
Screenplay by Jon Spaihts, Damon Lindelof. R-rated for science-fiction violence and some graphic intensity.

“A team of explorers discover a clue to the origins of mankind on Earth, leading them on a journey to the darkest corners of the universe. There, they must fight a terrifying battle to save the future of the human race.” 
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Hesiod Works and Days 41 – 105
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hes.+WD+41&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0130

Theogony 507 – 616
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hes.+Th.+507&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0130

Plato, Protagoras 320ff. 


Apollodorus, Biblioteca 1.2.2ff., 1.3.6, 1.7.1-2, 2.5.4, 2.5.11, 3.13.5
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Apollod.+1.2.2&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0022

O. Raggio, “The Myth of Prometheus: its survival and metamorphoses up to the eighteenth century,” JWCI 21 (1958) 44 – 62.  — Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/750486
  “The old Titan has persistently appealed to the imagination of artists and poets, especially since Goethe, and after him the great Romantics, Byron, Shelley, Longfellow, Nietzsche, saw in [Prometheus] the embodiment of their ideals of freedom and rebellion.”


Film opens with dramatic self destruction of a muscle-bound pale man, the first humanoid depicted on our lonely young planet. Anthropologists in our day next discover the pictographic leavings of a human civilization datable to 35K+ years old. Flashing then to AD 2093 aboard the Spaceship Prometheus, where David has been coping with his soulless existence for some time, all sorts of illumination begins to takes place. We learn that the self destructive humanoid from the opening waterfall had come to earth to “engineer” mankind.

On the brink of the spaceship’s arrival at some transcosmic moon near an earth like ours, a holographic Mr. Weyland introduces the action to the spaceship’s crew: “The Titan Prometheus wanted to give mankind equal footing with the gods. For that he was cast from Olympus. Well, my friends, the time has finally come for his return.” The descent into this mysterious, distant planet will have something to do with mythology. And it seems that we will reckon the effects of mankind bringing a Titan to the Olympian home where it was determined by higher powers the Titan did not belong.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Classicists should be on the lookout for what the Variety reviewer calls “a warped Greco-Roman accent to the richly imagined visuals, particularly when the characters get a look at the malign beings in whose image they were created.” (Justin Chang, Variety 30 May 2012)

Critical questions pertain to the decision to work the Prometheus myth into this sci-fi thriller. Weyland’s objective is to maintain life and achieve immortality. He has poured the vastness of his wealth into the trillion-dollar enterprise that is the Spaceship Prometheus and its mission. What does he intend to gain? Shaw and Vickers share opposite situations: Shaw’s father died fighting Ebola in Africa, helping others live, while Vickers’ father refuses to die, the megalomaniac inclined to hoard whatever he learns for himself. As for parent issues, the android life-form on the ship, David, pursues freedom brought by parricide. 

 So, do we see in this film a new contribution to the Romantics’ 19th-century ruminations on human freedom and the risks of asking about the origins of life? Is it just me, or does the big alien andromorph look like Frankenstein’s monster on purpose? Is Ridley Scott taking us into the space odyssey of “the post-futurist Prometheus”? Will the next film remind us more of Aeschylus or more of Mary Shelley? Or both?

Richard Corliss, “Prometheus: Alien Minus One”, Time 5 June 2012. Doesn’t like it, coins the term “pre-make”. “In space, noone can see you yawn.”
        click here: http://entertainment.time.com/2012/06/05/prometheus-alien-minus-one/

got to 1:34:30

Pt RSt 20122y P
Sty by oSy o it e o s e e s e
ety

ot dsce e toth i o mkind o e e on

Iy e s T ey s S

st ok 1105
e e et W e s
ity

gy 50716
st et TS0t

-

oot Bl 1228,126.1712254,25013135
e oot b 13 o et

e,
T S e

e e T
S TR

oy o, ARISIOR 1 o e
e ot ot e 3.y . g e
B rtn e Pt whe Dt o b o i S
e o . 5 i DS 0 s e e
i b o T e b o gt

Onthe ik e spcstips vl o anscoseic s e carh e s
e oo b s b b e T i
e et e kit i e B o s
G W s et by o o s T e i s
b e e v g 5 e O s




